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Czech  String  Quartet 
Will  Perform  on  November  20 

The  Panocha  String  Quartet  from  Prague,  Czechoslovakia,  will 
perform  quartets  by  Haydn,  Dvorak,  and  Martinu  in  a  concert  at  the 
Library  of  Congress  on  Friday  evening,  November  20.  The  concert 
will  begin  at  8  p.m.  in  the  Coolidge  Auditorium. 

The  Panocha  String  Quartet  came  into  being  in  1968  when  four 
students  at  the  Prague  Conservatory  began  to  play  together  under  the 
guidance  of  Josef  Micka,  founder  of  the  Smetana  and  Talich  Quar¬ 
tets.  Since  that  time  the  young  artists,  all  under  the  age  of  30,  have 
received  wide  acclaim  for  their  performances  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe.  First  violinist  Jiri  Panocha,  for  whom  the  quartet  is  named, 
has  won  many  awards  including  the  title  of  Laureate  from  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Culture  in  Czechoslovakia  on  two  occasions.  He  was  concert- 
master  of  the  Prague  Conservatory  chamber  orchestra  as  well  as  the 
International  Orchestra. in  West  Berlin  under  Herbert  von  Karajan. 
Second  violinist  Pavel  Zejfart  won  the  Gold  Medal  in  the  Karajan 
Competition  and  was  chosen  by  the  conductor  as  associate  concert- 
master  of  the  International  Orchestra.  Violist  Miroslav  Sehnoutka 
joined  the  quartet  in  1971  and  has  also  toured  throughout  Europe 
and  Great  Britain  as  a  soloist.  Jaroslav  Kulhan  was  formerly  the  First 
cellist  of  the  chamber  orchestra  at  the  Prague  Conservatory. 

The  program  for  November  20  will  open  with  Haydn’s  Quartet  in 
C  major,  Op.  33,  No.  3  (“The  Bird”),  followed  by  the  Quartet  No.  5, 
written  in  1938  by  Bohuslav  Martinu,  and  Antonin  Dvorak’s  Quar¬ 
tet  in  G  major,  Op.  106.  Dvorak  and  Martinu,  although  representa¬ 
tive  of  different  centuries  and  therefore  composing  in  very  different 
idioms,  were  both  greatly  influenced  by  their  Czech  backgrounds. 

This  concert  is  sponsored  by  the  Da  Capo  Fund,  established  by  an 
anonymous  donor  and  perpetuated  by  continuing  individual  gifts  to 
support  concerts,  publications,  and  special  projects  of  both  scholarly 
and  general  interest  based  on  items  of  unique  artistic  or  human 
appeal  in  the  Music  Division  collections.  The  term  “Da  Capo”  is  a 
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musical  one  which  means  “repeat  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,”  indicating  that  this  is  a  revolving  fund.  Income 
from  many  of  its  projects  goes  back  into  the  fund  to 
support  additional  activities.  Color  postcards  and  a 
poster  of  the  Library’s  rare  stringed  instruments 
have  recently  been  published  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Da  Capo  Fund. 

Tickets  for  the  November  20  concert  will  be  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Patrick  Hayes  box  office  at  1330  G  St. 
N.  W.  (Jordan-Kitt’s),  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  on  Mon¬ 
day,  November  16.  Two  tickets  will  be  distributed  per 
person,  with  a  service  charge  of  25  cents  on  each  ticket. 
Phone  orders  may  be  placed  by  calling  393-4463. 
Mail  orders  are  not  accepted. 

The  concert  will  be  broadcast  live  over  radio  sta¬ 
tion  WETA-FM.  It  will  be  made  available  to  stations 
in  other  cities  by  the  Public  Radio  Cooperative,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Katie  and  Walter  Louchheim 
Fund  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Eleanor  Ross  Taylor,  Charles  Wright 
To  Read  Their  Poems  on  November  23 

Poets  Eleanor  Ross  Taylor  and  Charles  Wright  will 
read  from  their  work  in  the  Library’s  Coolidge  Audi¬ 
torium  on  Monday,  November  23.  The  reading,  pre¬ 
sented  under  the  auspices  of  the  Gertrude  Clarke 
Whittall  Poetry  and  Literature  Fund,  will  begin  at 
8  p.m.  No  tickets  are  required. 

Eleanor  Ross  Taylor,  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
received  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro  in  1940  and 
studied  at  Vanderbilt  University  in  1942^13.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years,  she  taught  English  in  North  Carolina 
schools,  later  working  as  a  librarian  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  Greensboro,  and  at  the  University 
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of  Virginia  in  Charlottesville,  where  she  also  taught 
poetry  writing  in  1977.  Among  her  books  of  poetry 
are  Wilderness  of  Ladies  (1960),  which  was  nominated 
for  the  National  Book  Award,  and  Welcome  Eumenides 
(1972). 

Charles  Wright  was  born  in  Pickwick  Dam,  Hardin 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1935  and  was  educated  at  David¬ 
son  College,  the  University  of  Iowa,  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Rome.  His  books  of  poetry  include  The 
Grave  of  the  Right  Hand  (1970),  Hard  Freight  (1973), 
Bloodlines  (1975),  China  Trace  ( 1977),  and  The  Southern 
Cross  (1981).  Hard  Freight  was  nominated  for  the 
National  Book  Award,  and  Mr.  Wright’s  translation 
of  the  Italian  poet  Eugenio  Montale’s  The  Storm  and 
Other  Things  won  the  1978  P.E.N.  Translation  Prize. 
Mr.  Wright  received  the  Edgar  Allan  Poe  Award, 
administered  by  the  Academy  of  American  Poets,  in 
1976  and  an  Academy-Institute  Grant  from  the 
American  Academy  and  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters 
in  1977.  He  has  been  both  a  Fulbright  Scholar  and 
Lecturer  in  Italy  and  teaches  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Irvine. 

Following  the  reading,  the  audience  is  invited  to 
join  in  a  reception  for  the  poets. 


Library  Receives  Grant 
For  Fames  Collection 

by  Craig D’Ooge 

Librarian  of  Congress  Daniel  J.  Boorstin  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  receipt  of  a  grant  for  $500,000  from  the 
IBM  Corporation  to  acquire,  process,  and  interpret 
the  papers  and  working  materials  of  Charles  Eames 
(1907-78),  one  of  the  most  inventive  and  original 
American  designers  of  the  20th  century.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  came  at  a  luncheon  on  October  1 6  in  the 
Whittall  Pavilion  attended  by  Ray  Eames  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  couple’s  friends  and  associates. 

The  grant  will  enable  the  Library  to  sponsor  a 
series  of  events  in  the  mid-1980s  aimed  at  evaluating 
the  significance  of  Eames’  work  and  its  impact  on  the 
living  and  working  environment  of  America.  The 
grant  provides  for  a  symposium,  book,  major  exhibit, 
and  Film  showings,  in  addition  to  curatorial  and  pres¬ 
ervation  work  on  the  collection. 

The  Eames  Collection  is  as  monumental  in  size  as 
the  reputation  of  the  man  who  created  it.  Included 
are  the  original  negatives  and  prints  of  each  of  the 
106  films  Eames  created,  business  correspondence 
from  1944  to  1978,  approximately  400,000  color 
slides,  3  1,000  black-and-white  photographs,  produc¬ 
tion  materials  from  exhibits,  and  drawings  for  all  the 
major  furniture  designs. 
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E.  W.  Seay  ( on  the  left)  ofWestinghouse  and  writer-editor  Jehane  Bums 
discuss  a  chronology  of  the  work  of  Charles  Eames  which  was  on  display  in 
the  Whittall  Pavilion. 

At  the  luncheon  celebrating  the  acquisition,  Dr. 
Boorstin  remarked  that  “no  one  could  better  sym¬ 
bolize  the  multimedia  encyclopedia  concept  of  the 
Library  than  Charles  Eames.” 

Charles  Eames  first  established  an  architecture 
and  design  business  in  St.  Louis  in  the  mid- 1930s 
before  accepting  a  fellowship,  and  later  a  teaching 
position,  with  the  Cranbrook  Academy  of  Art.  In 
1940,  as  a  young  instructor  at  Cranbrook,  Eames, 
Ray  Kaiser  (who  married  Eames  in  1941),  and  Eero 


Mrs.  Eames  and  Oliver Jensen,  chief.  Prints  and  Photographs  Division, 
review  a  catalog  of  the  work  of  Charles  Eames. 


Ray  Eames  and  The  Librarian  of  Congress 

Saarinen  submitted  designs  to  the  Organic  Furniture 
Competition  sponsored  by  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art.  Charles  Eames  and  Eero  Saarinen  both  won  first 
prizes  for  their  designs.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
famous  “Eames  chair,”  which  played  an  important 
role  in  revolutionizing  furniture  manufacture. 

Hugh  -QePree,  whose  grandfather  founded  the 
firm  which  manufactured  Eames’  furniture  designs, 
recalled  an  early  visit  to  the  Eames  apartment  when 
they  experimented  with  wood-molding  techniques. 
Hand  presses  stood  in  the  living  room.  Wood  was 
smeared  with  resin  and  dried.  Eames  called  the 


Dean  McKay  ( center)  recounts  a  story  of  Charles  Eames'  association  with 
IBM  as  Associate  Librarian  Donald  C.  Curran  and  Associate  Librarian 
for  National  Programs  Carol  A.  Nemeyer  listen. 

Photographs  by  David  Doyle 
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presses  “kazams,”  because  of  the  magical  way  the 
wood  was  formed.  It  is  reported  that  the  Eameses 
had  to  move  from  the  apartment  after  the  kitchen 
stove  exploded  under  the  strain  of  their  experiments. 

Mrs.  Eames,  who  collaborated  with  her  husband  in 
all  his  work,  said  the  important  thing  about  forming 
the  wood  was  not  to  attempt  to  impose  the  form  on  a 
piece  of  wood,  “so  it  is  always  trying  to  get  back  to  the 
original  form,”  but  actually  to  make  a  piece  in  the 
original  form  to  begin  with.  This  led  to  a  process  by 
which  the  plywood  of  the  Eames  chairs  was  not  so 
much  formed  in  the  mold  as  made  in  the  mold,  one 
layer  at  a  time.  The  process  was  so  successful  that  the 
Eameses  were  commissioned  in  1942  by  the  U.S. 
Navy  to  develop  molded  plywood  splints,  airplane 
parts,  and  glider  shells. 

By  the  early  1950s,  Eames  began  to  experiment 
with  film  and  multi-image  audiovisual  presentations, 
which  led  to  the  association  with  IBM’s  exhibition  at 
the  Brussels  World’s  Fair  in  1958. 

Dean  McKay  of  IBM,  who  worked  with  Eames  on 
the  project,  told  luncheon  guests  that  the  film  Eames 
provided  (“The  Information  Machine”)  was  so  good 
that  had  they  known,  they  would  have  built  the  entire 
exhibit  around  it. 

At  the  1964-65  New  York  World’s  Fair,  the  com¬ 
pany  did  just  that  with  the  multi-image  presentation 
“Think,”  in  an  exhibit  designed  by  Eames  and  Eero 
Saarinen.  The  exhibit  included  a  translucent  plastic 
roof,  steel  trees,  and  a  “People  Wall”  which  lifted 
large  audiences  from  the  ground  to  the  auditorium 
level  by  means  of  hydraulic  machinery. 

“Charles  had  a  way  of  telling  you  what  he  had  in 
mind,  then  you  gasped  and  wondered  if  anyone 
could  do  that.  Then  you  said,  ‘Well,  let’s  go  ahead 
and  try,’  ”  McKay  said. 

Other  presentations  created  by  Charles  Eames  in¬ 
cluded  a  seven-screen  “Glimpse  of  the  USA”  at  the 
American  exhibition  in  Moscow  in  1959,  the  IBM- 
sponsored  “Mathematica”  exhibition  in  1961,  and 
the  great  American  Bicentennial  exhibit  and  film, 
“The  World  of  Franklin  and  Jefferson.” 

As  guests  recalled  other  incidents  in  their  associa¬ 
tion  with  Charles  Eames,  a  clear  theme  began  to 
emerge,  that  of  the  balance  between  an  intense  seri¬ 
ousness  of  purpose  and  a  joyful  sense  of  play. 

Hugh  DePree  recalled  an  invitation  from  Eames  to 
assist  in  a  film  Eames  was  making.  The  invitation  was 
for  10  p.m.  DePree  thought  he  might  spend  an  hour 
or  two  assisting  on  the  film.  When  he  arrived,  Charles 
Eames,  his  wife  Ray,  and  their  friend  Billy  Wilder 
had  assembled  a  group  of  wind-up  toys  and  a  small 
toy  bird. 

“My  job  was  to  swoop  this  bird  through  some  sage¬ 
brush  and  I  had  to  stay  up  until  3  or  4  a.m.,  swooping 


this  bird  until  it  was  just  right.  Charles  taught  me  a 
tremendous  lesson,  the  lesson  that  what  you  do  really 
has  to  be  as  good  as  it  can  be.” 

Filmmaker  Judith  Wechsler  worked  with  Eames 
on  a  film  about  the  French  painter  Cezanne.  “It  was 
the  only  place  I’ve  ever  been  where  you  make  a  film, 
and  then  you  throw  it  away.  And  then  you  do  it  again. 
And  again,  and  again.” 

Jehane  Burns,  a  writer  and  editor  who  worked 
with  Eames  closely  for  the  last  six  years  of  his  life, 
remembered  that  Eames  preached  “innovate  only  as 
a  last  resort,”  while  everone  who  worked  for  him  was 
eager  to  be  original.  Eames’  daughter,  Lucia  De- 
metrios,  elaborated:  “Innovation  was  a  last  resort 
because  if  innovation  did  have  to  come  about,  it  car¬ 
ried  a  tremendous  sense  of  responsibility.  Because  if 
the  one  project  was  done  poorly,  the  entire  area 
would  be  closed.” 

As  other  guests  recalled  favorite  incidents  and  an¬ 
ecdotes  about  Eames’  life,  Mrs.  Demetrios  provided 
the  last  word  on  the  luncheon  as  well. 

“I  keep  waiting  for  my  father  to  walk  in  and  say, 
‘What’s  going  on  here!’  ” 

Nancy  F.  Bush  Named 
LC  Information  Officer 

Nancy  F.  Bush  joined  the  staff  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  as  information  officer  on  Monday,  Novem¬ 
ber  2.  She  succeeds  Mary  C.  Lethbridge,  who  retired 
last  December. 

Mrs.  Bush  brings  to  this  position  expert  public 
affairs  management  skills.  She  has  worked  most 
recently  at  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration  (NOAA),  U.S.  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce,  since  1979,  as  a  public  information  specialist 
and  program  officer  for  several  administrative 
offices — the  Office  of  University  Affairs,  Ecology 
and  Conservation,  and  Sea  Grant.  At  NOAA  Mrs. 
Bush  also  planned  and  directed  national  events  cele¬ 
brating  N OAA’s  1 0th  anniversary  year  as  special  con¬ 
sultant  and  served  as  liaison  with  public  affairs  staff 
stationed  outside  the  Washington,  D.C.,  area. 

She  was  previously  vice  president  and  director  of 
public  affairs  for  the  American  Council  for  the 
Arts  (ACA),  a  national  organization  based  in  New 
York  City.  For  a  number  of  months  she  served  as 
acting  president  of  the  ACA,  directing  offices  in  both 
New  York  City  and  Washington,  D.C.  For  ACA  she 
edited  two  publications — Issues  in  Public  Policy  (1978) 
and  Carter  on  the  Arts  (1978) — and  initiated  and  edited 
a  monthly  magazine  for  the  organization. 

In  1973-74,  Mrs.  Bush  was  communications  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Fund  for  Peace  in  New  York  City,  where 
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Ten  Most  Wanted  Books 

Please  help  Sherlock  Searcher  in  his  pursuit  of  the 
following  books  and  periodicals  which  have  escaped 
from  the  general  collections.  Please  send  any  located 
materials  to  Sherlock  Searcher.  Collections  Manage¬ 
ment  Division,  room  LJ-G104F. 

•  Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs  of  Northwest 

Louisiana.  1890.  F369.B6 

•  Connolly.  Peter. 

The  Greek  Armies.  1977.  U33.C65 

•  Deuel,  Leo. 

Testaments  of  Time.  1965.  Z105.D4 

•  Fairbanks.  Lorenzo  Savles. 

Genealogy  of  the  Fairbanks  Family  in  America ,  1633- 
1897.  '  CS71.F164  1897 

•  Giovanni,  Nikki. 

The  Women  and  the  Men.  1 975. 

PS3557.I55W6  1975 

•  The  Phi  Delta  Kappan ,  Vol.  6 1 ,  1 979.  L  J 1 2 1 .  P4 

•  Le  Prince  de  Beaumont,  Marie. 

Magazin  des  enfans  .  .  .  1977.  LC1442.L44 

•  Sessions,  Francis  Charles. 

Materials  for  a  History  of  the  Sessions  Family  in 
America  .  .  .  1890.  '  CS7 1  .S493  1890 


The  10th  Library  of  Congress  Employee  Arts 

and  Crafts  Exhibit,  which  brings  together  a  rich 
diversity  of  drawings,  mixed  media,  paintings, 
photography,  sculpture,  and  stoneware  reflecting 
the  creative  efforts  of  56  staff  members,  will  open 
on  Monday,  December  7.  The  show’s  95  entries 
will  be  displayed  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Madison 
Building  (core  F  near  the  escalator)  through  Janu¬ 
ary  1 1,  1982. 


•  Warschawer,  Eduardo. 

The  Inter- American  Military  Force.  1 966. 

JX1404.W3 

•  Western  Political  Quarterly.  Vol.  24,  1971. 

JA1.W4 

LC  On-Line  Users  Group 
Will  Give  Program  on  PLATO 

On  Wednesday,  November  18,  the  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress  On-line  Users  Group  will  present  a  program  on 
PLATO,  a  computer-assisted  instructional  system 
which  utilizes  automated  graphics  to  aid  users  in 
learning  SCORPIO.  Jeffrey  Griffith  of  the  CRS  Of¬ 
fice  of  Automated  Information  Services  will  describe 
the  system,  answer  questions,  and  give  a  brief 
demonstration.  CRS  has  been  using  PLATO  for  a 
year  to  train  Congressional  staff.  Mr.  Griffith  will 
discuss  reactions  to  the  system  and  describe  future 
plans.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  noon  in  the  Madi¬ 
son  Building  Assembly  Room  (I.M  649).  Staff  mem¬ 
bers  whose  attendance  at  this  program  may  require 
time  beyond  the  regular  lunch  period  should  consult 
their  supervisors. 

Stanley  L.  Enger  Retires 

Stanley  L.  Enger,  head  of  the  Collections  Mainte¬ 
nance  Section,  Collections  Management  Division, 
retired  from  the  Library  on  September  18  after 
more  than  28  years  of  Federal  service.  Mr.  Fnger’s 
career  in  the  Library  began  in  1958  when  he  was 
appointed  editorial  assistant  in  the  former  East  Euro¬ 
pean  Accessions  List  Project.  In  April  1959,  he  was 
promoted  to  head  of  the  Preparations  Unit.  While 
Mr.  F.nger  received  numerous  promotions  and  held 
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a  number  of  important  positions  over  the  years,  he  is 
best  known  for  his  contributions  as  assistant  collec¬ 
tions  maintenance  officer  and  then  head  of  the  Col¬ 
lections  Maintenance  Section.  It  was  during  this 
period  that  the  Library  grew  at  such  a  rapid  rate  that 
it  was  necessary  to  lease  rental  space.  Mr.  Enger 
shared  the  responsibility  of  relocating  the  collections 
of  the  Copyright  Office  to  Crystal  City  and  the  Geog¬ 
raphy  and  Map  Division  and  Pickett  Street  as  well  as 
both  the  foreign  and  domestic  bound  newspaper 
collections  to  Duke  Street  for  the  Serial  and  Govern¬ 
ment  Publications  Division.  This  led  to  the  subse¬ 
quent  realignment  of  the  classified  collections  in  both 
the  Adams  and  Jefferson  Buildings. 

As  head  of  the  Collections  Maintenance  Section,  he 
oversaw  the  return  of  the  collections  of  Geography 
and  Map,  Exchange  and  Gift,  and  Copyright  from 
outlying  annexes  to  the  James  Madison  Memorial 
Building  on  Capitol  Hill.  In  addition  it  was  under  his 
leadership  that  the  collections  of  Processing  Services, 
the  Law  Library,  and  Manuscript  Division  were  re¬ 
located  to  the  Madison  Building. 

Mr.  Enger  is  a  native  of  Morris,  Ill.  A  veteran  of 
World  War  II,  he  served  in  the  European,  African, 
and  Middle  Eastern  theaters  and  was  awarded  five 
battle  stars.  Other  decorations  include  the  Air  Medal 
with  three  oak  leaf  clusters  and  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross.  After  a  short  vacation,  Mr.  Enger  in¬ 
tends  to  enter  the  real  estate  business. 


Andrew  Fessenko  Marks 
30  Years  of  Library  Service 

On  September  17,  Andrew  Fessenko  received  a 
30-year  Federal  Service  Award  pin  from  John  C. 
Broderick,  Assistant  Librarian  for  Research  Services, 
in  a  ceremony  held  in  Dr.  Broderick’s  office.  David 
H.  Kraus  and  Robert  V.  Allen,  acting  chief  and 
acting  assistant  chief  of  the  European  Division,  Mrs. 
Fessenko,  and  a  group  of  Mr.  Fessenko’s  colleagues 
were  present. 

Mr.  Fessenko,  senior  processing  and  reference  as¬ 
sistant  in  the  European  Division,  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Library  staff  since  1951.  His  native  knowledge 
of  the  Ukrainian  and  Russian  languages  and  his 
training  in  linguistics  and  literature  have  furthered 
his  contributions  to  the  processing  and  servicing  of 
the  serials  that  the  European  Division  receives  from 
the  Slavic  and  Baltic  countries  of  Europe.  He  initially 
joined  the  Library  staff  as  a  Slavic  library  assistant  in 
the  General  Reference  and  Bibliography  Division, 
and  in  1958  he  transferred  to  the  Slavic  and  Central 
European  Division,  now  called  the  European  Di¬ 
vision. 


Mr.  Fessenko  has  completed  course  work  toward  a 
master’s  degree  in  library  science  at  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  is  the  coauthor  of  two  books  on  the  Rus¬ 
sian  and  Ukrainian  languages  and  is  author  or 
compiler  of  several  works  on  Ukrainian  and  Russian 
bibliography. 


Neva  Littlejohn  Earns  25 -Year  Pin 

Neva  Littlejohn,  head  of  the  Card  Preparation  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Catalog  Management  Division  since  1969 
and  an  employee  of  the  Library  of  Congress  since 
1961,  was  presented  a  25-year  Federal  Service  Award 
pin  on  October  2  by  Joseph  H.  Howard,  Assistant 
Librarian  for  Processing  Services. 

Mrs.  Littlejohn  began  her  Federal  career  in  the 
Finance  Office  of  the  U.S.  Army,  where  she  worked 
from  mid- 1944  to  early  1946  as  a  microphotog¬ 
rapher.  Taking  time  off  to  raise  a  family,  she  re¬ 
turned  to  work  for  the  Federal  Government  briefly 
in  1956  for  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  from  1956 
to  1960  for  the  National  Security  Agency.  She  came 
to  the  Library  of  Congress  as  an  arranger  in  the 
Catalog  Maintenance  Division.  She  subsequently 
held  positions  as  card  preparation  assistant  and  as¬ 
sistant  head  of  the  Card  Preparation  Section  before 
being  promoted  head  of  the  section. 

Mrs.  Littlejohn  is  a  native  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
Pa.,  and  attended  East  Stroudsburg  Teachers 
College. 


27  Library  Staff  Members 
Earn  10- Year  Service  Pins 

During  October,  27  Library  of  Congress  em¬ 
ployees  completed  10  years  of  Federal  service  and 


were  awarded  service  pins 

Janish  N.  Anderson 

Larry  J.  Artiz 

Patricia  C.  Ayers 

Larry  M.  Boyer 

Becky  J.  Costello 

Charles  Dale 
Michael  J.  Donnelly 


Collections  Management 
Division 

Automated  Systems 
Office 

Congressional  Reference 
Division 

American-British  Law 
Division 

Recruitment  and  Place¬ 
ment  Office 

American  Law  Division 

Congressional  Reference 
Division 
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Lygia  Maria  F.  C.  BaUantyne,  Library  of  Congress 
representative  and  head  of  the  Library  of  Congress  in  Brazil, 
is  shown  at  her  desk  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Mrs.  BaUantyne  was 
hired  on  contract  in  July  to  replace  Mary  Ellis  Kahler,  who 
returned  to  the  Library  in  August.  Mrs.  BaUantyne  earlier 
served  as  a  senior  staff  member  in  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  office  and 
then  in  Haiti  as  the  Library’s  Special  Representative  for  the 
Hispanic  Acquisitions  Project from  October  1978  to  December 
1979. 


Mary  A.  Garrett 

Ronald  N.  Gibson 
Walter  R.  Giulian 
Patricia  R.  Hennessey 

Sarah  Diane  Irvine 

Barbara  Anne  Kipila 

David  H.  Kraus 
Deborah  C.  Lee 

Harold  Moore 

Beverly  R.  Murphy 
Krishan  S.  Nehra 

Ilona  N.  Rashkow 

David  M.  Sale 
Patricia  A.  Simms 

Laurie  E.  Smith 

Jane  C.  Sylvester 

Richard  John  Thaxter 

Alphonse  F.  Trezza 

Patricia  A.  Vance 
Kernal  Young 


National  Library  Service 
for  the  Blind  and  Phys¬ 
ically  Handicapped 
Procurement  and  Sup¬ 
ply  Division 

Automated  Systems  Of¬ 
fice 

CRS  Office  of  Assign- 
merit,  Reference  and 
SpeciaLSer  vices 
Descriptive  Cataloging 
Division 

Federal  Research  Divi¬ 
sion 

European  Division 
Acquisitions  and  Pro¬ 
cessing  Division 
Law  Library  Processing 
Section 

Serial  Record  Division 
American-British  Law 
Division 

Education  and  Public 
Welfare  Division 
American  Law  Division 
Photoduplication  Ser¬ 
vice 

Descriptive  Cataloging 
Division 

Subject  Cataloging  Divi¬ 
sion 

Descriptive  Cataloging 
Division 

Federal  Library  Com¬ 
mittee 

Examining  Division 
National  Library  Sendee 
for  die  Blind  and  Phys¬ 
ically  Handicapped 


Staff  Activities 

John  P.  Comaromi,  editor  of  the  Dewey  Decimal 
Classification  (DDC),  gave  an  all-day  workshop  on  edi¬ 
tion  19  of  the  DDC  at  Towson  State  University  on 
October  22.  The  workshop  was  organized  by  Gary  W. 
Rosecrans  of  the  university’s  Department  of  Instruc¬ 
tional  Technology.  Mr.  Comaromi  is  also  the  author  of 
Book  Numbers:  A  Historical  Study  and  Practical  Guide  to 
Their  Use,  recently  published  bv  Libraries  Unlimited, 
Inc.,  of  Littleton,  Colo.  (ISBN  (U87287-251-3). 


Alan  Fern,  director  for  special  collections.  Research 
Sendees,  opened  a  new  series  of  talks  in  the  “Heritage 
of  the  Graphic  Arts”  program  in  New  York  City  on 
October  21.  Mr.  Fern’s  subject  was  the  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress.  Other  speakers  on  the  series  will  deal  with  the 
New  York  Public  Library,  Hanard  and  Yale  University 
libraries,  and  other  great  research  libraries  in  America. 
Mr.  Fern  also  spoke  at  the  Waynesboro  and  Charlottes¬ 
ville  chapters  of  the  Virginia  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  on 
“The  Qualities  of  Printmaking,”  on  October  19  and  27, 
respectively,  and  served  with  Joyce  Kozloff  and  Peter 
Bunnell  as  juror  for  the  57th  annual  exhibition  at  the 
Print  Club  of  Philadelphia. 


Birth  Announcement 

Nicholas  Thomer  and  Ann  Hoenigswald  are  the 

parents  of  a  boy,  Daniel  Richard  Thomer,  born  August 
16  at  Columbia  Hospital  for  women.  Mr.  Thomer  is  the 
acquisitions  librarian  in  the  Collections  Development 
Office.  Ms.  Hoenigswald  is  a  painting  conservator  at  the 
National  Gallery  of  Art. 
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Personnel  Changes 

Appointment:  Denise  Krapp,  vault/collection  at¬ 
tendant.  WG-3,  M/B/RS,  10278. 

Temporary  Appointment:  Verna  Haywood,  staff 
relations  clerk  (typing),  GS-5,  Staff  Rel,  NP. 


Reappointments:  Patricia  Humphlett,  research 
analyst,  GS-7,  FRD,  10131;  Paula  Kenney,  secretary 
to  the  chief,  GS-7.  Ser  Rec,  10334. 

Resignations:  Deborah  Hobbs,  Exh;  Barbara  Lux- 
enberg,  CRS  SPR;  Susan  Olson,  Cop  Cat. 
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she  also  initiated  nongovernmental  representation 
for  the  Fund  at  the  United  Nations.  Before  then,  she 
was  public  affairs  director  for  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution’s  National  Portrait  Gallery,  maintaining 
professional  contact  with  the  international,  national, 
and  local  representatives  of  the  media. 

Mrs.  Bush  has  addressed  many  national  groups 
and  has  written  and  edited  news  and  magazine  stories, 
newsletters,  brochures,  press  releases,  and  radio  and 
television  public  affairs  announcements.  For  several 
years  Mrs.  Bush  wrote  and  edited  scripts  for  the 
weekly  radio  series,  “News  of  the  Arts.” 

Mrs.  Bush,  the  mother  of  four  grown  children, 
resides  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

New  Coolidge  Commission 
To  Be  Simulcast  on  WETA-TV 

Russell  Woollen’s  new  work,  Lines  of  Stephen  Crane 
for  baritone  voice,  flute,  oboe,  string  quartet,  piano, 
and  percussion,  commissioned  by  the  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress  Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge  Foundation,  was 
performed  for  the  first  time  in  concerts  at  the  Library 
on  October  30-31.  The  performance  on  October  3  1 
was  videotaped  by  WETA-TV  for  later  simulcast, 
now  scheduled  for  10  p.m.  on  Monday,  November  9. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Woollen’s  Lines  of  Stephen  Crane, 
three  other  works  commissioned  by  the  Coolidge 
Foundation  or  by  Mrs.  Coolidge  herself  made  up  the 
program.  They  were  Sonata  a  cinque  by  Gian  Francesco 
Malipiero,  Ravel’s  Chansons  Madecasses,  and  the 
Quintet  for  Oboe  and  Strings  by  Arthur  Bliss.  Baritone 
Leslie  Guinn  and  pianist  Robert  Parris  performed, 
along  with  eight  members  of  the  National  Symphony 
Orchestra.  They  were  Miran  Kojian  and  Virginia 
Harpham,  violins;  Richard  Parnas,  viola;  John 
Martin,  cello;  Toshiko  Kohno,  flute;  Rudolph  Vrbsky, 
oboe;  Dotian  Carter,  harp;  and  Kenneth  Harbison, 
percussion. 

Russell  Woollen’s  new  work,  a  setting  of  1 1  poems 
by  Stephen  Crane,  is  the  most  recent  Coolidge  com¬ 
mission  to  be  completed.  Mr.  Woollen’s  musical 
activities  in  Washington,  D.C.,  have  cast  him  as  com¬ 
poser,  keyboard  artist,  and  performer.  He  came  to 
this  city  after  graduate  studies  in  music  at  Harvard 
University  as  well  as  special  work  with  Nadia  Bou¬ 
langer  and  Nicolas  Nabokov  and  studies  in  liturgical 
music  in  New  York  City  and  France.  In  Washington, 
he  taught  for  many  years  at  Catholic  University  and 
Howard  University,  and  for  14  years  he  served  as 
staff  keyboard  artist  with  the  National  Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Mr.  Woollen’s  long  list  of  compositions  include  16 
masses  and  numerous  other  sacred  and  secular  choral 


works,  two  symphonies,  works  for  piano  and  orches¬ 
tra,  and  The  Decoration,  a  one-act  opera  written  for 
NBC-TV  in  1959.  In  Martyrum  Memoriam,  written  in 
memory  of  Martin  Luther  King,  John  F.  Kennedy, 
and  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  was  commissioned  by  the 
Washington  Oratorio  Society  and  premiered  at  the 
Kennedy  Center  in  1975  under  the  direction  of 
Robert  Shafer.  Four  years  later,  the  work  was  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Chicago  Symphony  and  Chorus  under 
Margaret  Hillis.  Mr.  Woollen’s  Symphony  No.  2  was 
premiered  in  April  1979  by  members  of  the  National 
Symphony  Orchestra  conducted  by  Robert  Shafer. 

Hispanic  Archive  Adds  Recordings 
From  Jamaica  and  Surinam 

In  addition  to  recordings  in  Spanish  and  Portu¬ 
guese,  the  Archive  of  Hispanic  Literature  on  Tape 
includes  tapes  in  French  (by  Haitians  and  Guianese), 
Nahuatl,  Quechua,  and  Zapotec.  Now  it  has,  for  the 
first  time,  added  an  English-speaking  novelist  from 
Jamaica  and  a  Dutch-  and  Hindi-speaking  poet  from 
Surinam.  The  addition  of  these  two  culture  areas 
represents  a  milestone  in  the  39-year  history  of  the 
archive. 

John  Hearne,  a  Jamaican  novelist,  was  recorded  in 
the  Library’s  Recorded  Sound  Section.  He  built  up  a 
reputation  as  a  master  of  prose  fiction  with  an  ability 
to  etch  characters  and  situations  within  his  novels  set 
in  the  West  Indies. 

Shrinivasi  (pseudonym  for  Martinus  Haridat 
Lutchman),  from  Surinam,  was  recorded  for  the  Li¬ 
brary  in  Paramaribo,  Surinam,  in  the  sound  labora¬ 
tory  of  the  U.S.  Information  Service.  One  of  the  best 
known  of  Surinam’s  artists,  Mr.  Shrinivasi  has  been  a 
teacher  in  the  Netherlands  and  in  Curasao.  His 
poems  in  Hindi,  Dutch,  and  Sranen  have  appeared  in 
numerous  books  and  in  periodicals. 

[Georgette  M.  Dom\ 

Agreement  Set  on 
Audiovisual  Cataloging 

Effective  October  1 ,  the  Library  of  Congress,  the 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office  Library  (GPO), 
and  the  National  Audiovisual  Center  (NAC)  have 
agreed  to  a  cooperative  arrangement  for  the  catalog¬ 
ing  of  all  material  distributed  by  NAC.  The  Library 
has  cataloged  U.S.  Government  audiovisual  mate¬ 
rials  distributed  by  the  NAC  since  1974.  This  prog¬ 
ram  represents  a  transfer  of  responsibility  for  tbe 
descriptive  cataloging  from  the  Library  to  GOP. 

The  National  Audiovisual  Center  will  submit  data 
sheets  for  its  material  to  the  Library.  The  Library  will 
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search  the  material  in  its  data  bases,  do  preliminary 
cataloging  on  the  material,  and  forward  a  copy  of  the 
data  sheet  to  GPO.  GPO  will  catalog  the  material  via 
OCLC,  and  the  catalog  record  will  then  appear  in  the 
Monthly  Catalog  of  United  States  Government  Publica¬ 
tions.  The  Library  of  Congress  will  obtain  a  copy  of 
the  cataloging  from  OCLC  and  provide  subject  head¬ 
ings  as  well  as  Library  of  Congress  and  decimal  clas¬ 
sification  numbers  according  to  normal  routines. 
The  record  will  be  keyed  into  the  MARC  data  base. 
Printed  cards  will  then  be  available  for  this  material 
from  the  Library’s  Cataloging  Distribution  Service. 

In  preparation  for  this  cooperative  arrangement,  a 
cataloger  from  GPO  has  spent  two  weeks  at  the  Li¬ 
brary  undergoing  trainir»g  in  the  Audiovisual  Section 
of  the  newly  formed  Special  Materials  Cataloging 
Division. 

New  Series  Offers 
Guides  to  African  Studies 

Africana  Directions  is  a  new  series  of  guides  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  African  Section  of  the  Library’s  African 
and  Middle  Eastern  Division.  The  guides,  to  be 
issued  irregularly,  will  consist  of  brief  bibliographies, 
reading  lists,  or  reference  aids  on  topics  of  current 
interest.  Africana  Directions  will  not  only  be  of  value  to 
visitors  to  the  Library’s  African  Section  but  will  also 
serve  the  needs  of  other  scholars  and  librarians 
interested  in  the  dynamic  political,  economic,  or 
social  environment  of  sub-Saharan  Africa. 

The  first  issue  in  the  new  series,  an  especially  topi¬ 
cal  list  of  references,  is  a  14-page  bibliography  en¬ 
titled  Recent  Afro-Libyan  Relations  and  was  compiled 
by  Joanne  M.  Zellers.  It  includes  105  entries  and  a 
map.  Future  issuances  in  the  series  will  generally  not 
exceed  1 0  pages.  Titles  in  the  series  will  be  numbered 
sequentially  by  year.  Recent  Afro-Libyan  Relations  is 
AD  81-1. 

Copies  of  Recent  Afro-Libyan  Relations  and  future 
issuances  in  this  series  are  available  free  of  charge 
from  the  Library  of  Congress,  African  and  Middle 
Eastern  Division,  African  Section,  Washington,  D.C. 
20540.  New  titles  will  be  announced  in  the  LC  Infor¬ 
mation  Bulletin  as  they  are  published. 

Library  Catalogs  Playbills  from 
Night  of  Lincoln  Assassination 

The  Library’s  Rare  Book  and  Special  Collections 
Division  has  recently  cataloged  a  group  of  playbills 
which  bear  witness  to  one  of  the  great  tragedies  in 
American  history — the  assassination  of  President 


Abraham  Lincoln.  On  the  night  of  April  14,  1865, 
President  Lincoln  joined  the  audience  at  John  T. 
Ford’s  Theatre  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  view  Tom 
Taylor’s  “Our  American  Cousin.”  During  the  inter¬ 
mission  between  the  second  and  third  acts  of  the 
196th  performance  of  this  play,  the  President  was 
mortally  wounded  by  an  assassin’s  bullet. 

The  playbills  in  the  division’s  holdings  are  divided 
into  five  categories:  original  playbills;  “E”  or  Buck¬ 
ingham  type  playbills;  playbills  with  the  inserted 
three-line  statement,  “This  evening/the  perfor¬ 
mance  will  be  honored  by  the  presence  of/President 
Lincoln”;  Brown  type  playbills;  and  Crane  miniature 
playbills. 

There  were  two  original  versions  of  the  playbill 
printed  by  Ford’s  Theatre  for  the  night  of  April  14, 
1865.  The  printing  of  the  playbills  was  already  in 
progress  in  the  morning  when  the  news  came  that  the 
President  would  view  the  evening  performance.  It 
was  decided  to  mark  the  occasion  by  having  Laura 
Keene,  the  leading  lady,  sing  H.  B.  Phillips’  “Honor 
to  Our  Soldiers.”  The  song  was  to  be  sung  during  the 
intermission  between  the  second  and  third  acts.  As  it 
happened,  Laura  Keene  was  not  ready  to  appear  at 
the  assigned  time  and  never  did  sing  for  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  This  having  been  arranged,  Mr.  Polkinhorn, 
the  theater  printer,  halted  the  production  of  the 
playbills  in  progress  and  inserted  the  eight-line 
stanza  of  “Honor  to  Our  Soldiers”  into  the  remaining 
number  of  programs. 

The  Library  of  Congress  collection  includes  only 
one  original  playbill.  It  has  the  “Honor  to  Our  Sol¬ 
diers”  insert  and  is  of  special  interest  because  it  is 
stained  with  human  blood.  The  division  has  some 
interesting  documents  associated  with  this  playbill. 
There  is  a  report  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation  with  the  results  of  a  chemical  analysis  of  a 
handkerchief  and  the  playbill  allegedly  found  in  the 
theater  box  where  President  Lincoln  was  sitting  when 
he  was  shot.  The  report  is  rather  laconic  and  does  not 
state  specifically  with  whose  blood  the  playbill  was 
stained.  The  passage  referring  to  the  playbill  in  ques¬ 
tion  reads:  “One  heavy  stain  of  dark  greenish  brown 
color  was  found  on  the  back  of  the  playbill  .  .  .  .which 
is  due  to  human  blood.  Numerous  other  stains  are 
present  on  both  the  front  and  the  back  of  this  speci¬ 
men,  however,  chemical  tests  indicate  that  they  are 
not  blood.” 

Related  material  on  this  playbill  includes  consider¬ 
able  animated  correspondence  dated  March,  April, 
and  June  1948  between  Librarian  of  Congress  Luther 
H.  Evans  and  Maytie  Todd,  who  donated  the  original 
playbill  to  the  Library;  memoranda  concerning  the 
history  of  the  playbill  to  and  from  David  C.  Mearns, 
director  of  the  Library’s  Reference  Department;  and 
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a  photostat  of  W.  H.  Taylor’s  eyewitness  account  of 
the  shooting  as  it  appeared  in  Leslie’s  Weekly  on  March 
26,  1908.  There  are  also  news  clippings  about  the 
assassination,  a  drawing  of  the  stage  and  proscenium 
boxes  of  Ford’s  Theatre  as  they  were  on  the  night  of 
the  assassination,  and  a  drawing  of  the  house  in 
w’hich  Lincoln  died. 

A  reproduction  of  both  original  playbills  appears 
in  Walter  Brenner’s  The  Ford  Theatre  Lincoln  Assassi¬ 
nation  Playbills  (1937,  plate  before  p.  5).  Brenner 
identifies  the  playbill  with  the  “Honor  to  Our  Sol¬ 
diers”  stanza  as  the  “first  issue”  as  distinguished  from 
the  “second  issue”  playbill  without  the  stanza.  His 
terminology,  however,  is  confusing.  More  logical  is 
Mary  Benjamin’s  Autographs:  A  Key  to  Collecting 
(1946).  She  calls  the  playbill  without  the  stanza  the 
“first  version”  and  the  playbill  with  the  stanza  the 
“second  version,”  which  is  chronologically  and  his¬ 
torically  correct.  A  reproduction,  exact  description, 
and  discussion  of  the  two  versions  are  given  in  Auto¬ 
graphs  (plate  III,  pp.  133-136). 

The  Rare  Book  and  Special  Collections  Division 
includes  examples  of  a  forgery  of  the  original  play¬ 
bills  called  by  Brenner  the  “E”  or  Buckingham  type. 
This  playbill  is  called  the  “E”  type  because  it  is  easily 
identified  by  the  poorly  printed  last  “e”  in  the  name 
“Laura  Keene”  on  the  program.  It  is  also  called 
“Buckingham  type”  because  the  forgery  is  believed  to 
have  been  made  from  the  playbill  originally  in  the 
possession  of  J.  E.  Buckingham,  Sr.,  the  doorkeeper 
on  the  evening  of  the  assassination. 

Buckingham’s  playbill  does  not  include  the  stanza 
of  “Honor  to  Our  Soldiers;”  thus  Mary  Benjamin 
calls  this  “E”  or  Buckingham  type  the  “third  ver¬ 
sion” — which,  according  to  her,  is  a  forgery  of  the 
first  version.  Other  details  distinguishing  the  “E”  or 
Buckingham  type  from  the  originals  include  the 
blurry  printing  of  the  “6”  in  “Night  196”  so  that  it 
looks  like  a  half  0  (=  ));  the  replacement  of  a  lower 
case  “v”  by  a  capital  “V”  in  Buddingcomb,  a  Valet”; 
and  the  changing  of  “orchestra  chairs”  to  “orches¬ 
tra.”  There  are  also  several  changes  in  punctuation: 
periods  are  omitted  after  “For  twelve  nights  only” 
and  the  forgery  adds  a  colon  after  “The  prices  of 
admission”  where  the  original  had  no  punctuation. 

The  division  has  five  playbills  of  this  type:  (1)  a 
photostat  (positive)  of  a  composite  broadside — a 
playbill  attached  to  a  Lincoln  reward  poster;  (2)  a 
playbill  with  the  manuscript  inscription  on  the  verso, 
“This  bill  has  a  tragic  interest .  .  (3)  copy  2  of  the 

same  playbill,  burned  in  the  center;  (4)  a  playbill  with 
the  words  “Lincoln  Souvenier”  and  a  copyright  stamp 
(1891),  which  also  bears  reproductions  of  statements 
and  signatures  of  J.  E.  Buckingham,  H.  Polkinhorn, 
and  John  T.  Ford  printed  on  the  back  (5)  copy  2  of 
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These  reproductions  show  the  two  different  versions  of  the  Ford  Theatre 
playbill  distributed  on  the  night  of  Lincoln's  assassination.  That  on  the  left 
was  printed  before  it  was  known  the  President  would  attend  the  perfor¬ 
mance.  On  the  right  is  the  amended  version.  The  Library’s  copy  of  the 
original  playbill  is  the  amended  version. 

the  same  souvenir  edition,  but  without  the  words 
“Lincoln  Souvenier,”  without  the  copyright  stamp, 
and  without  the  printing  on  the  back. 

The  fact  that  this  souvenir  edition,  which  was 
printed  on  the  Polkinhorn  press,  was  made  from  a 
forgery  and  not  from  one  of  the  two  originals  shows 
just  how  much  confusion  there  was  over  the  playbills. 
After  1865,  many  forgeries  were  printed  on  differ¬ 
ent  presses,  not  by  Polkinhorn,  but  the  Polkinhorn 
imprint  would  appear  on  the  bottom. 

A  playbill  with  the  inserted  three-line  statement, 
“This  evening/the  performance  will  be  honored  by 
the  presence  of/President  Lincoln,”  is  called  by  Mary 
Benjamin  “Forgery  of  the  forgery.”  Two  features 
which  distinguish  this  forgery  from  the  playbills 
printed  on  the  Polkinhorn  press  is  that  it  is  obviously 
printed  in  different  type  than  that  used  by  Polkin¬ 
horn  and  that  the  blurred  “6”  in  “Night  196”  was 
misread  and  reprinted  as  “Night  191.”  The  Rare 
Book  and  Special  Collections  Division  has  two  copies 
of  this  version. 

Playbills  bearing  the  three-line  announcement  of 
President  Lincoln’s  presence,  the  misprint  “Night 
191,”  and  the  imprint  “L.  Brown”  are  called  “Brown 
type”  by  Brenner.  The  Brown  type  printing  omitted 
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an  exclamation  mark  after  the  word  “Benefit”  and  an 
“1”  from  the  word  “originally”  below  the  line  “Tom 
Taylor’s  celebrated  comedy.”  The  division  has  a  copy 
of  this  forgery  in  which  the  misspelling  was  corrected. 

Another  souvenir  playbill  was  printed  in  1873  by 
the  A.  Q.  Crane  and  Co.  press.  The  Crane  miniature 
( 1 4  */2  by  754  cm)  only  remotely  resembles  the  original 
playbill  despite  the  claim  to  be  a  “Facsimile  of  Theat¬ 
rical  Programme  for  the  Night  of  President  Lincoln’s 
Assassination”  printed  in  brackets.  That  the  minia¬ 
ture  was  meant  to  be  a  souvenir  is  clear  from  the 
inscription  which  circumscribes  the  frame  of  the 
playbill:  “Always  cherish  the  Memory  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  Born  Feb.  12,  1809,  Died  April  15,  1865, 
Aged  56  Yrs,  2  Ms,  3  Days.” 

In  its  entirety,  the  group  of  playbills  in  the  Rare 
Book  and  Special  Collections  Division,  along  with  the 
supporting  documents  and  correspondence,  pre¬ 
sents  interesting  research  material  for  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  issues  surrounding  the  assassination  on 
April  14,  1865.  [Theodosia  Kichorowsky] 

Regional  Conferences  Held 

Over  150  librarians  serving  blind  and  physically 
handicapped  readers  throughout  the  United  States 
attended  four  regional  conferences  during  May  and 
June  to  review  progress,  discuss  common  problems, 
and  receive  an  update  on  activities  of  the  National 
Library  Service  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Hand¬ 
icapped  (NLS/BPH)  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Agenda  items  at  all  four  conferences  included  the 
evaluation  of  major  network  agencies  by  an  indepen¬ 
dent  consulting  firm  according  to  the  American  Li¬ 
brary  Association  Standards  of  Service  for  the  Library  of 
Congress  Network  of  Libraries  for  the  Blind  and  Physically 
Handicapped.  Another  topic  of  interest  was  equipment 
developments  for  handicapped  readers,  including 
special  amplifier  for  hearing  impaired  persons,  the 
prototype  combination  disc  and  cassette  playback 
machines,  and  a  voice  pitch  restoration  device  for 
speeded  up  or  slowed  down  playback  machines.  Dis¬ 
cussion  concerned  subject  areas  for  development  in 
the  NLS/BPH  recorded  and  braille  book  and  maga¬ 
zine  collections.  Mary  Berghaus  Levering,  chief  of 


the  Network  Division,  NLS/BPH,  participated  in  all 
of  the  conferences. 

The  Northern  Conference  met  May  6-8  in  Balti¬ 
more  at  the  Maryland  State  Library,  where  particip¬ 
ants  were  welcomed  by  Nettie  B.  Taylor,  Maryland 
assistant  state  superintendent  for  libraries.  Special 
agenda  topics  included  NLS/BPH  publications,  pub¬ 
lic  education,  the  automated  mailing  list  system,  and 
funding  concerns.  Frank  Kurt  Cylke,  director  of 
NLS/BPH,  addressed  the  group  on  NLS/BPH  bud¬ 
get  and  the  future  of  the  program. 

The  Southern  Conference  met  in  Raleigh,  N.C., 
on  May  13-15,  and  those  attending  were  greeted  by 
David  N.  McKay,  director,  Department  of  Cultural 
Resources,  Division  of  State  Libraries.  Formal  presen¬ 
tations  included  one  by  a  World  Book  Encyclopedia 
representative  on  its  new  cassette  recording  of  the 
encyclopedia  and  another  by  an  agent  of  the  Christian 
Record  Braille  Association.  Other  topics  included  the 
future  of  subregional  libraries  in  the  network  and 
recently  issued  handbooks  on  automated  and  manual 
circulation  systems  for  network  libraries. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  the  site  of  the  Midlands  Con¬ 
ference  held  May  18-20.  Participants  were  greeted 
by  Gerald  Mundy,  director  of  Clovernook  Home  and 
School  for  the  Blind.  Presentations  on  service  to  ex^ 
ceptional  children,  nursing  homes,  and  institutions 
and  art  and  the  handicapped  were  highlights.  Also 
discussed  were  the  XESS  program  for  redistribution 
of  surplus  books,  a  new  system  for  withdrawal  of 
outdated  titles,  and  radio  reading  services. 

Participants  in  the  Western  Conference  in  Santa 
Fe,  N.  Mex.,  on  June  2-4  at  the  State  Library  were 
welcomed  by  Clifford  E.  Lange,  state  librarian.  Auto¬ 
mated  and  manual  circulation  systems,  resource 
sharing  among  Western  libraries  through  electronic 
communications,  and  NLS/BPH  research  and  devel¬ 
opment  projects  were  primary  topics. 

Postsession  activities  permitted  continuing  dia¬ 
logue  among  librarians  and  NLS/BPH  staff  mem¬ 
bers,  particularly  at  the  North’s  “Chesapeake  Crab 
Caper,”  the  South’s  “Pig  Pickin’,”  the  Midlands’ 
“Riverboat  Dinner  Cruise,”  and  the  West’s  “New 
Mexican  Style  Buffet  Luncheon”  prepared  by  the 
staff  of  the  New  Mexico  State  Library. 

[Mary  Berghaus  Levering ] 
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